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Expired Portuguese permits and visas automatically extended until 31 December 
2023 

Executive summary 

The Portuguese government recently extended the validity 
of permits and visas that expired on or after 27 February 2020 
until 31 December 2023, with limited exceptions. Further, 
holders of driver’s licenses and disability parking permits 
issued in the UK can now use these documents in Portugal 
until 31 December 2023. 

 

Background  

In March 2020, the Portuguese authorities approved 
Decree-Law 10-A/2020, which extended the validity of all 
Portuguese permits and visas (e.g., residence permits) that 
expired “on or after 13 March 2020 or in the 15 days immediately 
prior to that date” (i.e., 27 February 2020) until 30 October 
2020. A second extension was granted until 31 March 2021, 
with subsequent extensions until 31 December 2022. The 
extensions aimed to assist individuals who were facing delays 
with renewing their immigration documents following the 
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic and the restructuring 
of the Immigration and Border Services (SEF). 

 

Extension of permits and visas 

On 30 December 2022, the Portuguese authorities approved 
Decree-Law 90/2022, which further extended the validity of 
these expired permits and visas until 31 December 2023. The 
recent extension does not apply to individuals who arrived 
from Ukraine and hold Temporary Protection Status in Portugal. 
In addition, while expired visas and permits will continue to 
be recognized in Portugal, holders may face challenges when 

traveling to other jurisdictions on the basis of their Portuguese 
immigration documents. 

 

UK driver’s licenses 

Individuals who hold disability parking permits or driver’s licenses 
issued in England, Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland may 
continue to use these documents in Portugal until 31 December 
2023. In general, Portuguese residents who seek to use their 
UK licenses in Portugal must register their license with the 
Portuguese Institute for Mobility and Transport within 60 days 
of obtaining a Portuguese residence permit or exchange their 
UK license for a Portuguese one. 

 

Impact on employers 

Individuals who hold expired permits or visas can now continue 
to work and reside in Portugal until the new deadline and apply 
to renew their documents to avoid immigration compliance 
challenges. Employers are expected to benefit from the recent 
policy decisions, which reduce the administrative requirements 
relating to UK driver’s licenses. 

 

Key steps 

EY will continue to monitor these developments. Should you 
have any questions, we encourage you to contact one of our 
immigration professionals. 



 

 Mobility: Immigration alert 2 

EY  |  Building a better working world 

EY exists to build a better working world, helping 

create long-term value for clients, people and 

society and build trust in the capital markets. 

Enabled by data and technology, diverse EY teams 

in over 150 countries provide trust through 

assurance and help clients grow, transform and 

operate. 

Working across assurance, consulting, law, 

strategy, tax and transactions, EY teams ask 

better questions to find new answers for the 

complex issues facing our world today. 

EY refers to the global organization, and may refer 

to one or more, of the member firms of Ernst & 

Young Global Limited, each of which is a separate 

legal entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK 

company limited by guarantee, does not provide 

services to clients. Information about how EY 

collects and uses personal data and a description 

of the rights individuals have under data protection 

legislation are available via ey.com/privacy. EY 

member firms do not practice law where prohibited 

by local laws. For more information about our 

organization, please visit ey.com. 

Ernst & Young LLP is a client–serving member  

firm of Ernst & Young Global Limited operating in 

the US. 

© 2023 Ernst & Young LLP. 

All Rights Reserved. 

EYG no. 000103-23Gbl 

2101-3682263 

ED None 

ey.com 

 

Anabela Silva 
Partner – People Advisory Services, Global Immigration 
Tel: +351936079620 
Email: anabela.silva@pt.ey.com 
 
Yasser Tavares 
Manager – People Advisory Services, Global Immigration 
Tel: +351211594900 
Email: yasser.tavares@pt.ey.com 
 
Sanne Van Kints 
Senior – People Advisory Services, Global Immigration 
Tel: +351217912257 
Email: sanne.van.kints1@pt.ey.com 
 
Luis Pedro Reto 
Senior – People Advisory Services, Global Immigration 
Tel: +351212410199 
Email: luis.pedro.reto@pt.ey.com 


