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The UAE introduces new long-term residency visa for individuals with proven

credentials in environmental work

Executive summary

As announced on the official website of His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum on 15 May 2024, the UAE
Cabinet has introduced a new long-term visa called "Blue
Residency" for foreign nationals who have made “exceptional
contributions and efforts” toward protecting the environment.

Key developments

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice
President and Prime Minister of the UAE, announced the
introduction of the Blue Residency Visa at a cabinet meeting
in Abu Dhabi, adding that the introduction of the visa is in
line with the UAE's plans to recognize 2024 as the year of
sustainability in the country.

The Blue Residency Visa will be available to individuals engaged
in environmental work, including corporate employees, members
of nongovernmental organizations, international award winners
and distinguished activists and researchers. It will allow holders
to reside in the UAE for up to 10 years and is the country's

first long-term residency visa aimed at individuals who have
made exceptional contributions toward the environment and
sustainability either within or outside the UAE.

Qualified individuals may apply for the new visa directly to
the Federal Authority for Identity, Citizenship, Customs and
Port Security. Competent authorities may also nominate
applicants for the visa.

The authorities are yet to confirm whether Blue Residency
visa holders who seek to work in the UAE will need to obtain
a separate work authorization. In general, foreign nationals
who hold other types of long-term residence authorization (e.q.,
Golden Visas) are required obtain a separate work authorization
if they seek to work in the UAE.

Impact

The Blue Residency visa is expected to help companies further
attract international talent in the field of environment work
and sustainability, in line with the UAE's Green Agenda 2030.

Key steps

EY will continue to monitor these developments. Should you
have any questions, we encourage you to contact one of our
immigration professionals.
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https://sheikhmohammed.ae/en-us/News/Details?nid=29732&cid=General+News,+The+Leader
https://icp.gov.ae/en/
https://icp.gov.ae/en/
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/strategies-initiatives-and-awards/strategies-plans-and-visions/environment-and-energy/the-uaes-green-agenda-2030

EY | Building a better working world

EY exists to build a better working world, helping
create long-term value for clients, people and
society and build trust in the capital markets.

Enabled by data and technology, diverse EY teams
in over 150 countries provide trust through
assurance and help clients grow, transform and
operate.

Working across assurance, consulting, law,
strategy, tax and transactions, EY teams ask
better questions to find new answers for the
complex issues facing our world today.

EY refers to the global organization, and may refer
to one or more, of the member firms of Ernst &
Young Global Limited, each of which is a separate
legal entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK
company limited by guarantee, does not provide
services to clients. Information about how EY
collects and uses personal data and a description
of the rights individuals have under data protection
legislation are available via ey.com/privacy. EY
member firms do not practice law where prohibited
by local laws. For more information about our
organization, please visit ey.com.

Ernst & Young LLP is a client-serving member
firm of Ernst & Young Global Limited operating in
the US.

© 2024 Ernst & Young LLP.
All Rights Reserved.

EYG no. 005424-24Gbl

2101-3682263
ED None

ey.com

Roman Gusev

Partner - People Advisory Services Tax, MENA Immigration
Tel: +973 3365 1121

Email: roman.gusev@bh.ey.com

Sana Sheikh

Director - People Advisory Services Tax, MENA Immigration
Tel: +971 5593 88963

Email: sana.sheikh@ae.ey.com

Angela W Mwakio
Manager - People Advisory Services Tax, MENA Immigration

Tel: +971 54 4914834
Email: angela.mwakio@ae.ey.com

Ben Willis

Partner - People Advisory Services, EMEIA Immigration Leader
Tel: +44 20 7951 9589

Email: ben.willis@uk.ey.com

Seema Farazi

Partner - People Advisory Services, EMEIA Immigration Leader
Tel: +44 20 7951 7122

Email: seema.farazi@uk.ey.com

2 Global Immigration alert



