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Hungary

Updated eligibility lists for National Cards and Guest Worker Permits

Executive summary

Effective 9 July 2024, the Hungarian immigration authorities
expanded the list of countries whose citizens can apply for
National Cards and released the list of countries whose nationals
are eligible to apply for Guest Worker Permits.

Background

National Cards, previously available only to Serbian and Ukrainian
nationals for work and residence purposes, are initially issued
for up to two years and may be extended for another three
years. These Cards allow holders to bring in dependents and
switch to permanent residence status in Hungary.

Guest Worker Permits are granted to certain third-country
nationals who are sponsored by “preferred employers"” (i.e.,
companies considered strategic partners or outstanding export
partners of the Hungarian government, or investors of national
economic importance). These permits are initially issued for
up to two years and can be extended. Holders are authorized
to travel across the Schengen Area but are not allowed to
bring in dependents or switch to permanent residence status
in Hungary.

Key developments

On 9 July 2024, citizens of the following countries were
added to the eligibility list for National Cards: Belarus, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia
and Russia.

In addition, the authorities released the list of nationalities
who can be employed based on a Guest Worker Permit: Bolivia,
Brazil, Colombia, Georgia, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Mongolia, Philippines, Venezuela and Vietnam. This list does
not apply to holders of other types of Guest Worker Permits
(e.q., investment implementation or seasonal employment).

Impact on employers
These changes will benefit employers by providing them
greater access to talent from outside the EU and EEA.

Key steps

EY will continue to monitor these developments. Should you
have any questions, we encourage you to contact one of our
immigration professionals.

Building a better
working world


https://www.ey.com/en_gl/tax-alerts/hungary-approves-new-work-and-residence-permit-for--guest-worker

EY | Building a better working world

EY exists to build a better working world, helping
create long-term value for clients, people and
society and build trust in the capital markets.

Enabled by data and technology, diverse EY teams
in over 150 countries provide trust through
assurance and help clients grow, transform and
operate.

Working across assurance, consulting, law,
strategy, tax and transactions, EY teams ask
better questions to find new answers for the
complex issues facing our world today.

EY refers to the global organization, and may refer
to one or more, of the member firms of Ernst &
Young Global Limited, each of which is a separate
legal entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK
company limited by guarantee, does not provide
services to clients. Information about how EY
collects and uses personal data and a description
of the rights individuals have under data protection
legislation are available via ey.com/privacy. EY
member firms do not practice law where prohibited
by local laws. For more information about our
organization, please visit ey.com.

Ernst & Young LLP is a client-serving member
firm of Ernst & Young Global Limited operating in
the US.

© 2024 Ernst & Young LLP.
All Rights Reserved.

EYG no. 006382-24Gbl
2101-3682263

ED None

ey.com

Veronika Olah

Partner - People Advisory Services, Global Immigration
Tel: +3630 559 1221

Email: veronika.olah@hu.ey.com

Gabor Garab

Senior Manager - People Advisory Services, Global Immigration
Tel: +3670 501 8461

Email: gabor.garab@hu.ey.com

Aniko Pinter

Manager - People Advisory Services, Immigration
Tel: +3670 653 4491

Email: aniko.pinter@®hu.ey.com

Ben Willis

Partner - People Advisory Services, EMEIA Immigration Leader
Tel: +44 20 7951 9589

Email: ben.willis@uk.ey.com

Seema Farazi

Partner - People Advisory Services, EMEIA Immigration Leader
Tel: +44 20 7951 7122

Email: seema.farazi@uk.ey.com

2 Global Immigration alert



