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China Mainland

Simplified visa application processes introduced

Executive summary Key steps

Chinese embassies recently introduced simplified visa EY will continue to monitor these developments. Should you
application processes for qualifying foreign nationals entering have any questions, we encourage you to contact one of our
China Mainland. immigration professionals.

Key developments

» New online portal: Effective 26 August 2024, individuals
who file visa applications at Chinese embassies located in
the following jurisdictions can do so via a new online portal:
Antigua and Barbuda, Armenia, Austria, Belarus, Belgium,
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, the Netherlands,
New Zealand, Serbia, Spain, Suriname and Thailand. They
can upload relevant documents and track the status of their
application online. However, they are still required to visit
the embassy during the application process to submit
physical copies of relevant documents. Chinese embassies
in other jurisdictions are also expected to launch online
application submission portals in the upcoming months.

» Fingerprinting requirements: Effective 2 September 2024
until 31 December 2025, all individuals who apply for
short-term single- or double-entry visas (that allow holders
to stay in China Mainland for up to 180 days) will be exempt
from the requirement to submit their fingerprints during
the application process.

Impact on employers

These measures are expected to streamline the immigration
process and reduce the time required for eligible business
travelers and short-term assignees to enter China Mainland.
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EY exists to build a better working world, helping
create long-term value for clients, people and
society and build trust in the capital markets.

Enabled by data and technology, diverse EY teams
in over 150 countries provide trust through
assurance and help clients grow, transform and
operate.

Working across assurance, consulting, law,
strategy, tax and transactions, EY teams ask
better questions to find new answers for the
complex issues facing our world today.

EY refers to the global organization, and may refer
to one or more, of the member firms of Ernst &
Young Global Limited, each of which is a separate
legal entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK
company limited by guarantee, does not provide
services to clients. Information about how EY
collects and uses personal data and a description
of the rights individuals have under data protection
legislation are available via ey.com/privacy. EY
member firms do not practice law where prohibited
by local laws. For more information about our
organization, please visit ey.com.

Ernst & Young LLP is a client-serving member
firm of Ernst & Young Global Limited operating in
the US.
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