
 

 

 

Global Immigration 
alert 

October 2025 

Singapore 

 

Executive summary 

Effective 1 December 2025, the Immigration & Checkpoints 
Authority (ICA) will implement changes impacting permanent 
residents who apply for Re-Entry Permits (REP). 

 

Background 

Upon approval of permanent resident (PR) status to eligible 
foreign nationals, the ICA issues an Entry Permit (EP) which 
allows them to enter once and remain in the country, as well 
as a REP which allows them to exit and re-enter the country 
over a fixed period. Currently, permanent residents who are 
outside the country without a valid REP lose their PR status 
immediately. However, they may apply for a new REP within 
a one-month grace period and have their PR status reinstated 
at the ICA’s discretion. 

 

Key developments 

Starting on 1 December 2025, impacted individuals with 
expired REPs who are outside Singapore on or after 1 
December 2025 will have a grace period of 180 days to apply 
for a new REP through the ICA website, and if approved, they 
will not lose their PR status.  

 

During the grace period, the ICA may allow eligible individuals 
to re-enter the country by issuing a Single-Entry Pass (PRSEP) 
upon arrival. However, these individuals may lose their PR 
status if their REP application gets rejected. In these cases, 
they may be issued a Visitor Pass if they are in Singapore. 
They may then submit a new permanent residence application. 

 

 

Singapore updates renewal process for Re-Entry Permits for permanent residents  
 

While permanent residents who remain in the country after 
the expiry of their REP will maintain their lawful status, the 
authorities recommend these individuals renew their REP three 
months before its expiry or apply for a new REP before they 
exit the country. 

  

Impact on employers 

The revised process aims to provide greater clarity and 
predictability for permanent residents and employers, while 
emphasizing the importance of maintaining a valid REP. 

 

Key steps 

EY will continue to monitor these developments. Should you 
have any questions, we encourage you to contact one of our 
immigration professionals. 

https://www.ica.gov.sg/reside/PR/apply-REP


 

 Global Immigration alert 2 

EY  |  Building a better working world 

EY is building a better working world by 

creating new value for clients, people, 

society and the planet, while building 

trust in capital markets. 

Enabled by data, AI and advanced 

technology, EY teams help clients shape 

the future with confidence and develop 

answers for the most pressing issues of 

today and tomorrow.  

EY teams work across a full spectrum of 

services in assurance, consulting, tax, 

strategy and transactions. Fueled by 

sector insights, a globally connected, 

multi-disciplinary network and diverse 

ecosystem partners, EY teams can 

provide services in more than 150 

countries and territories. 

All in to shape the future with confidence.  

EY refers to the global organization, and may refer 

to one or more, of the member firms of Ernst & 

Young Global Limited, each of which is a separate 

legal entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK 

company limited by guarantee, does not provide 

services to clients. Information about how EY 

collects and uses personal data and a description 

of the rights individuals have under data protection 

legislation are available via ey.com/privacy. EY 

member firms do not practice law where prohibited 

by local laws. For more information about our 

organization, please visit ey.com. 

© 2025 Ernst & Young LLP. 

All Rights Reserved. 

EYG no. 008585-25Gbl 

2101-3682263 

ED None 

This material has been prepared for general 

informational purposes only and is not intended to 

be relied upon as accounting, tax, legal or other 

professional advice. Please refer to your advisors 

for specific advice.  

ey.com 

 

Panneer Palaniandy 
Partner - People Advisory Services Tax Leader, Asia East and Singapore 
Ernst & Young Solutions LLP 
Tel: +65 6309 8483 
Email: panneer.selvam@sg.ey.com 
 
Lily Cheang 
Partner - People Advisory Services Tax, Global Immigration 
Ernst & Young Solutions LLP 
Tel: +65 6309 8670 
Email: lily.cheang@sg.ey.com 
 
Tina Leong 
Associate Director - People Advisory Services Tax, Global Immigration 
Tel: +65 6309 6617 
EY Corporate Services Pte. Ltd. 
Email: tina.leong@sg.ey.com 
 
Angelina Liew 
Associate Director – People Advisory Services Tax, Global Immigration 
Tel: +65 6309 8257 
EY Corporate Services Pte. Ltd. 
Email: angelina.liew@sg.ey.com 
 


