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Executive summary 

On 27 April 2026, the Ministry of Interior of the Kurdistan 
Regional Government announced a 90-day facilitation measure 
for foreign nationals whose visas or residency permits have 
expired. Eligible individuals may regularize their legal stay or 
exit the Kurdistan Region by paying only 25% of the applicable 
overstay penalties during this period. After the 90-day 
facilitation window expires, full sanctions and penalties will 
be reinstated.  

 

Key developments 

Key changes include the following:  

▪ Foreign nationals with an expired visa or an expired 
Residency Card (Ikamma), who wish to renew it or extend 
it, are required to pay only 25% of the applicable 
overstay penalties. 

▪ Foreign nationals with an expired visa or an expired 
Residency Card (Ikamma), who wish to leave the country, 
are required to pay only 25% of the applicable penalties 
when the exit visa is issued. 

▪ Exit visas are issued only by the Ministry of Interior –
Directorate of Residency. 

▪ No legal measures will be taken against foreign nationals 
for violations related to overstay during the facilitation period.  

 

The new regulation entered into force on 27 April 2026 and 
will remain valid for 90 days only. Upon the expiry of this 
period, previous regulations and full penalty sanctions will 
be reinstated. 

 

Temporary facilitation measures for foreign nationals with expired visas or 
residency permits 

Impact on employers 

Employers may stay updated with the latest developments 
and inform and support impacted employees as required.  

 

Key steps 

EY will continue to monitor these developments. Should you 
have any questions, we encourage you to contact one of our 
immigration professionals. 

https://gov.krd/moi-ar/activities/news-and-press-releases/2026/april/%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%B4%D8%A3%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85-%D8%A8%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B1%D8%B3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9/
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EY  |  Building a better working world 

EY is building a better working world by 

creating new value for clients, people, 

society and the planet, while building 

trust in capital markets. 

Enabled by data, AI and advanced 

technology, EY teams help clients shape 

the future with confidence and develop 

answers for the most pressing issues of 

today and tomorrow.  

EY teams work across a full spectrum of 

services in assurance, consulting, tax, 

strategy and transactions. Fueled by 

sector insights, a globally connected, 

multi-disciplinary network and diverse 

ecosystem partners, EY teams can 

provide services in more than 150 

countries and territories. 

All in to shape the future with confidence.  
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This material has been prepared for general 

informational purposes only and is not intended to 

be relied upon as accounting, tax, legal or other 

professional advice. Please refer to your advisors 

for specific advice.  
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